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President’s Report 

 

Now that trick-or-treat is over and we’ve all got a bag full of candies, let’s prepare to treat 

ourselves to the upcoming Thanksgiving dinner. But before we enjoy that holiday feast, 

let’s get our appetites ready for our November monthly meeting. This month’s meeting 

will be held at noon in Boston. Please visit the VP Technical page for more details on the 

meeting program and location. 
 

A big thank-you goes out to everyone who attended the ASPE Boston Product Show and 

Technical Sessions on October 21. The turnout was excellent, and several sessions were 

filled beyond capacity, showing the strong interest and engagement of our members. I 

would also like to extend my sincere appreciation to the vendors and affiliates who 

joined us. Your participation and support are what keep our chapter strong and thriving 

within the plumbing and fire protection engineering community. I’d also like to make one 

request to all those who attended the Product Show: we would love to hear your 

feedback. Please send your comments and suggestions to our chapter email at 

aspebostonchapter@gmail.com. 
 

The WOA event at The Lalita’s outdoor bar on October 23 was a great success. We had a 

fantastic turnout, and our WOA Liaison, Adrianne Harris, did a tremendous job selecting 

the venue. To all of our AYP members, our AYP Liaison is currently working on booking a 

venue for the upcoming AYP event night. Stay tuned for details. 
 

We are also planning a Holiday Party for the Boston Chapter in January 2026. This will 

be a can’t-miss event and a great opportunity to celebrate together. More information 

will be shared through our website, LinkedIn, and email announcements as the date 

approaches. 
 

In conclusion, I look forward to seeing all of you at our next monthly meeting. Email 

invitations have been sent to all ASPE members. If you have not received this invite or 

know someone who is not getting these emails, please let us know by contacting our 

chapter email at aspebostonchapter@gmail.com.  

 

With gratitude and excitement,  

Luther Thevenin 

President, ASPE Boston Chapter 

 

mailto:aspebostonchapter@gmail.com
mailto:aspebostonchapter@gmail.com
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Boston ASPE AYP – November 2025 Newsletter 
Hello Boston ASPE AYP Members and Friends! 
As we move deeper into the fall season, we’d like to take a 
moment to reflect on a successful October and share 
what’s ahead for the Boston Chapter of ASPE. Your contin-
ued participation and enthusiasm make all the difference, 
and we’re grateful for the strong engagement we’ve seen 
throughout the year! 
 
A Big Thank You to Everyone Who Joined Us at the ASPE 
Product Show! 
A huge thank you to everyone who attended, exhibited, 
and supported our Biennial ASPE Boston Product Show on 
October 21st! The event was a great success thanks to the 
dedication of our vendors, sponsors, and members who 
made it possible. 
We were thrilled to see so many familiar faces—and many 
new ones—come together to explore the latest innova-
tions in plumbing design, technology, and products. Your 
participation helps strengthen the professional connec-
tions that make our chapter thrive. 
Special thanks go out to our Product Show Committee and 
volunteers for their time, energy, and effort in organizing 
such a well-run event. If any AYP members have any feed-
back, please feel free to contact me.  
 
Not a Member Yet? Join Us This Month! 
If you haven’t joined Boston ASPE AYP yet, November is a 
great time to get involved! Membership gives you access to 
exclusive networking events, ongoing professional devel-
opment, and a supportive community of peers who are 
just as passionate about the industry as you are. 
By becoming a member, you’ll stay connected to industry 
trends, build meaningful relationships, and gain access to 
mentorship opportunities that can elevate your career. 
Don’t wait—become a part of the Boston ASPE AYP com-
munity today! 
 
What’s Coming Up Next? 
We’re already planning our next exciting AYP event for the 
last quarter of 2025! The venue is almost booked! Keep an 
eye on your email inbox and our social media channels for 
updates and registration details. We can’t wait to bring you 
another opportunity to connect, learn, and grow with your 
fellow professionals. 

Dan Kelley 

dkelley@emersonswan.com 

508-505-0363 
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I hope everyone had a safe Halloween this year, nice to have it on Friday again and enjoy it with our families. This 

past month we held our Biennial Product Show & Education Seminars. The board is working on compiling our notes/ 

ideas for our next event in 2027. I would like to give thanks to Rich Dean (Vanderweil Engineers) as the education chair and 

Ethan Grossman (IPS) and Pat Shea (Emerson Swan) as the overall Chair and Co-chair, respectively.  
 

The November meeting is scheduled for Tuesday November 11th, 2025, at the Fort Point Room in Boston, MA. Please start to 

arrive around 11:30, so we have a start at noon time. This noontime gathering will feature Joe Cappellino PE from VHB. The 

topic will be Sanitary and Storm Water Management. During this event Joe will touch base on the following: 
 

Land Disturbance Regulations 

Storm Water Control Permits 

Best Management Selection for roof (Blue Roof, Green, Roof, and Purple Roof) 

Floor Resilience 

Sanitary Sewage Flows 

 

A couple items to note: 

This December meeting, we will be collection toys for the “Toys for Tots” charity.  

So please bring a new unwrapped toy to the meeting for collection. 

The actual meeting is hosted by ASHRAE this year,  

we will be sending out the location and topic in the December newsletter. 

The January meeting will be a social/holiday event, more info to come.  

 

Hope to see everyone at the November meeting.  
 

Best regards, Ed Nadeau, VP Technical, ASPE Boston Chapter 

Technical Report   

   

         

This month I was asked if propylene glycol can go to the 

sanitary system. Propylene glycol is commonly added to 

closed loop mechanical systems for freeze protection and I can’t 

say I ever gave it special consideration. It’s not meant to go down 

the drain intentionally but what happens if there is an equipment 

failure? The engineer I was working on pushed me to think outside 

the box. While some jurisdictions do limit propylene glycol dis-

charge to 30mg/L, Massachusetts does not appear to set a limit. 
 

In the case of a mechanical failure, I think that would fall under the 

category of an “Upset” which is defined in 360 CMR Massachusetts 

Water Resources Authority as: an exceptional incident in which 

there is unintentional and temporary noncompliance with the dis-

charge standards of 360 CMR 10.000, or any permit thereunder, 

due to factors beyond the reasonable control of the Person respon-

sible for the discharge. An Upset does not include noncompliance 

to the extent caused by operational error, an improperly designed 

treatment facility, an inadequate treatment facility, lack of preven-

tive maintenance, or careless or improper operation. 
 

I also checked on ASPE Connect and found some interesting dis-

course. I encourage everyone to check it out if you ever have a 

question about plumbing engineering and design. 
 

I think the other important lesson is to try and understand why 

something is in the code. One of my colleagues offered the follow-

ing explanation in regards to propylene glycol: Propylene Glycol 

causes Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) in water and Federal 

and most local jurisdictions/waste treatment plants limit this to 30 

mg/L when dealing with sanitary waste and 10 mg/L if you want to 

spill this to storm. BOD is a way to measure how much oxygen is 

used as microbes breathe as they eat the contaminants in 

wastewater, the more contaminants in the wastewater, the more 

oxygen is needed. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Ethan Grossman, P.E.,  

VP Legislative, Boston Chapter ASPE 

Legislative Report   
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       Membership Report 
 
          New Boston Chapter ASPE Members 

 

The Boston Chapter ASPE is pleased to welcome our 6 newest members: 

 

 Hannah Frank   Associate Member   

 Jake Elias   Associate Member BR+A Engineers  Boston, MA 

 Jake Forester   Associate Member B2Q Engineers  Andover, MA 

 Matthew LeBlanc ` Associate Member VAV International Woburn, MA 

 Benjamin Thompson  Associate Member Bala Engineers  Boston, MA 

 Martha Jacobs   Associate Member Burt Process Equip. Hamden, CT 
 

 

Are You a New Member? Your first monthly meeting is FREE 

 

Please note that for all new (first time) members, the first chapter meeting you attend this upcoming year will be no charge, 

courtesy of the Boston Chapter ASPE. Just register online for the meeting that you will be attending and click the “pay at 

the door” option. The meeting will be no charge for you. Just a small token of appreciation for joining and our way of saying 

“Welcome to the Boston Chapter ASPE”. 

 

ASPE Updated Contact Information Winner! 

 

Congratulations to Katherine Ashley at Buro Happold who logged onto the www.aspe.org website to update her contact 

information this past month and then let me know. For that reason, Katherine just won a $50 Visa gift card this month.  

Let’s see who will do it this month. Maybe it will be Nick Wheeler or someone else that recently switched jobs. Or maybe 

our newest member Hannah Frank will fill in her missing contact information like her business email address. Or maybe it’ll 

be someone else who is reading this newsletter now and realizes how easy it is to win. Just logging in and verifying your 

contact information on file at ASPE Society office is accurate qualifies you for the drawing if you email me and tell me you 

actually did it. Simple.  

Congratulations Katherine! 

 

It only takes six easy steps: 

Go to www.aspe.org.  

Log in with your primary email address and your password. Your initial password is your ASPE membership number. 

(Once you log in successfully it is recommended to change your password) 

Click on the “My Account” link up top 

Click on the “My Profile” link to the left to see your current contact information  

Click “Edit” and update your information and then click “Save”. 

Email me at johnc@jhpokorny.net and let me know you updated your contact information. 

 

 

 

 

October’s “What is it?” Contest Photo Winner 

 

Congratulations to Nick Wheeler at RW Sullivan 

Engineers whose name was selected at random to win 

a $50 Visa gift card. Nick was one of many members 

that took a few minutes to look at the attached photo 

and emailed me identifying a number of issues with 

the piping of this detail. Nick’s was the most extensive 

answer which was impressive enough.  

There is a lot that isn’t quite right, but the obvious 

thing, and the thing that initially caught my attention, 

was its 3D similarity to the Waterfall painting by 

(Maurits Cornelis) Escher. There’s something really 

funky going on with those piping offsets. Take a closer 

look. See what I mean? 

 

( Membership Report Continued on page 8) 

http://www.aspe.org
http://www.aspe.org
mailto:johnc@jhpokorny.net
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November’s “What is it?” Contest Photo 
 

This month I have borrowed a photo from The Boston Chapter archives. This a photo taken a number of years ago and this 

month’s challenge is to see how many Boston Chapter Past Presidents you can identify in the photo. You will receive one 

entry for each correct Past President you correctly identify. It’s really easy if you’ve been a long time ASPE member. Even 

our newer 

members should be able to name at least two or three.  

( Membership Report Continued from page 5) 
 

The Boston Chapter would like to thank the following  

Affiliates / Exhibitors for their generous contribution to the Raffle Prizes 
 

Atlas Water  6 Yeti Mugs 

BURT Process  1 $50 Dollar Gift Card for Best Buy 

Concorp   1 Minii I Pad 

Davenport  1 55" Color TV 

Emerson/Swan  2 Theater Tickets 

Futura Sales  2 Lavatory Faucets 

JH Pokorny  2 Bruins Tickets 

J & K Sales  1 Milwaukee Drill Set 

K Ross   1 $100 Gift Certificate for Lowe's 

Mitsubitishii Electrical 1 Golf Bag 

New England Sales 1 $100 Cash   

Patton Medical  2 Celtics Tickets 

Quantum Engineering 1 $200 Gift Certificate for East Bay Grille 

Rheem Water Heaters 1 YETI Cooler 

Tower Hill Sales  1 Rolling Cooler and 4 pack of IPA beer  

                                            1 $100Gift Certificate for Treehouse Brew 

Urell   2 Kitchen Faucets 

Victalic   2 Dozen Golf Balls 

Viega   1 Bluetooth Speaker 
 

Cordially Frank Teebagy  
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